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BUSHFIRE SEASON — STRIKE FORCE VULCAN 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [2.06 pm]: Last year’s summer had some of the most 
terrible bushfires that this country has ever seen. In Western Australia, fires burned for days around Seabird, 
Geraldton, Collie and Yanchep. Summer is here again. 
We know that readiness for the bushfire season is a key to the successful preservation of lives and property. 
A significant portion of that readiness is provided through the work of Strike Force Vulcan. This is a dedicated team led 
by senior detectives from the Western Australia Police Force arson squad in close collaboration with the Department 
of Fire and Emergency Services and the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions. Its task, every 
year, is to both prevent bushfires and investigate arson. This year, Strike Force Vulcan, in recognition of the changing 
climate and heightened fire risk, will be prolonged to run for six months, commencing on 1 November 2020 and 
continuing until 30 April 2021. Strike Force Vulcan identifies and monitors arsonists, provides high visibility patrols 
and delivers a rapid investigative response to deliberately lit bushfires. It investigates suspicious bushfire activity 
across the entire state of Western Australia. Numerous overt and covert strategies are used to identify and apprehend 
arsonists, including covert cameras and surveillance. Rewards of up to $50 000 are also available for information that 
leads to the identification and conviction of an arsonist. During the 2019–20 bushfire season, Strike Force Vulcan 
investigators charged 24 people with bushfire-related offences. Only last week, police charged a 32-year-old man 
with allegedly setting a number of fires recently in Kings Park, Bold Park and Innaloo. 
Western Australians should not fear the summer. We know what bushfires can do—the terrible damage that they 
wreak in communities, lives, homes, businesses, animal habitats and on wildlife. Bushfires not only affect the 
community, but also can kill animals and destroy their habitats. We must do all that we can to be ready so that, just 
as we have stepped up to the challenge of COVID-19, we can continue to keep our community safe. 
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